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VIA EMAIL 

 

October 7, 2015 

 

Brent Cossette 

Natural Resource Specialist 

Environmental Stewardship 

CENWO-OD-TN 

United States Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District 

1616 Capital Avenue, Suite 9000 

Omaha, NE  68102 

Brent.J.Cossette@usace.army.mil  

 

Re: Updated Request for Consent to Easement Across Flowage and Saturation 

Easements for the Proposed Dakota Access Pipeline Project in Williams County, 

North Dakota 

 

Dear Mr. Cossette:  

 

Dakota Access, LLC, (Dakota Access) is proposing the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) Project; 

an approximate 1,100 mile long, 12- to 30-inch diameter light crude oil pipeline project 

beginning near Stanley, North Dakota, and routing through South Dakota, Iowa and ending at 

Patoka, Illinois.   

 

DAPL is proposed to cross private lands which the U.S. Corps of Engineers (Corps) has seven 

flowage and saturation easements over (Figure 1), associated with the Buford-Trenton-

Irrigation District (Garrison Dam) and north of Lake Sakakawea/ Missouri River.  It is 

understood that due to these crossings, the Corps will need to provide consent to easement 

for the pipeline to be constructed and installed on lands where Corps has easements. 

 

Dakota Access has performed environmental and geotechnical analysis of the subsurface at 

these crossings to determine environmental features and feasible crossing methods.  It is 

anticipated that the pipeline will cross the flowage easements via conventional 

trench/backfill method; this additionally includes a portion of the planned horizontal 

directional drill (HDD) entry point for the Lake Sakakawea/Missouri River crossing (Figure 2).   

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide an update to the formal request for initiation of the 

Corps consent to easement process dated March 9, 2015.  The following provides additional 

information regarding this request. 

 



 

2 | P a g e  

 

 

DAPL Project Crossing Corps Easements  

The proposed 24-inch diameter pipeline in this location of the DAPL Project will cross seven 

(7) contiguous Corps flowage and saturation easements on the north side of Lake 

Sakakawea/Missouri River for approximately 2.97 miles.  The proposed pipeline will cross 

Corps easements identified below in the respective section, township, range and county and 

as depicted in the attached Figures 1 and 2.  

 

County Tract No. Township Range Section 

Williams 

LL3440E 152N 103W 19, 20, 29, 30 

LL3483E-1 152N 103W 19, 20 

LL3453E 152N 103W 18,  19 

LL3430E 152N 103W 18, 19 

LL3450E-2 152N 103W 18 

LL3431E 152N 103W 7, 18 

 LL3426E-2 152N 103W 7 

 

Dakota Access is securing a 50 foot wide permanent easement along the entire Project 

alignment that is generally centered on the pipeline (i.e. 25 feet on either side of the 

centerline).  Based upon Corps provided easement documents and mapping, Dakota Access 

understands that the distance across Corps flowage and saturation easement areas north of 

the Missouri River is approximately 15,692 feet (2.97 miles).  

 

Dakota Access performed a geotechnical boring program to assess soil and geology to assist 

with design of the HDD (Figure 2).  Two soil borings were advanced on the property where 

Corps has easements.  The plan is to establish the HDD entry point on the north side of the 

river and the HDD exit point on the south side of the river.  A temporary workspace, which 

measures approximately 200 feet by 250 feet will be used on the Corps easements to 

facilitate the Missouri River HDD on the north side of the river.   The HDD will result in 

approximately 1,570 feet of pipeline on Corps easements. 

 
For activities associated with the installation of HDD and the hydrostatic testing of the HDD 

segment, Dakota Access plans to withdrawal water from the Missouri River.  Acquisition 

points would coincide with the proposed pipeline crossing of the river.  The pump will be set 

on a barge or float anchored just offshore of each bank at the proposed permanent 

easement.  The barge/float would be approximately 12 feet wide by 14 feet long and fitted 

with a secondary containment structure.  The pump’s intake hose will be eight inches in 

diameter and connect the screened intake to the pump.  The intake hose will push the water 

from the pump to the top of bank and then to the HDD equipment or pipeline section.  The 
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intake hose would be temporarily (during construction only) located within the 50-foot 

permanent pipeline easement (Figure 2).  No ground disturbance along the permanent 

easement is anticipated.  

 

Dakota Access plans to install remaining pipeline using conventional open-cut construction 

methods on Corps flowage and saturation easement lands north of the HDD entry point. 

After pipeline installation is completed there will be no above ground facilities associated 

with the pipeline.  The proposed typical construction easement for the DAPL is 150 feet wide 

(and includes the 50 feet of permanent easement as indicated in Figure 3). Additional 

temporary workspace is included at road crossings and change in pipe alignment.  All 

dimensions and additional construction information are included in the Environmental 

Assessment (EA). 

 

We appreciate your assistance with this request for Corps consent to cross flowage and 

saturation easement areas north of the Missouri River.  We understand the March 9, 2015 

formal DAPL Project request for consent to easement from the Corps officially initiated the 

Corps real estate process.  We further understand that the environmental review for crossing 

these easements will be combined with the environmental review for the proposed DAPL 

crossing of the Corps owned lands at Lake Oahe.  

 

Should you have any questions or comments, or require any other information for this 

request, please contact me at 713.989.7186, Monica.Howard@energytransfer.com, or at 

Dakota Access, LLC, c/o Monica Howard, 1300 Main Street Rm 14.030, Houston, TX 77002. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dakota Access, LLC 

 
Monica Howard 

Director Environmental Sciences 

 

 

Enc. Figure 1 – Corps Flowage and Saturation Easement Areas Crossed by Proposed DAPL 

Project 

 Figure 2 – DAPL Project Layout 

 Figure 3 – DAPL Project Typical ROW Configuration 

 

























M i s s o u r i  R i v e r

LL3426E-2

LL3426E-2

LL3426E-2

LL3440E

LL3483E-1

LL3453E

LL3430E

LL3450E-2

LL3431E

14
9th

 Av
e N

W

149th Rd NW

15
0th

 Av
e N

W

38th St N
W

40th
Ln NW

40th Ln

151st Ave NW

39th St NW

39th Cir NW

40th Ln NW

0 1,000 2,000
Feet

1 inch = 2,000 feet
Figure 1

Corps Flowage and Saturation Easement Areas
Crossed by Proposed Dakota

Access Pipeline Project

Da
te:

 (3
/6/

20
15

)   
    

 So
ur

ce
: Z

:\C
lie

nts
\E_

H\
En

erg
y_

Tra
ns

fer
\D

AP
L\A

rcG
IS

\20
15

\02
\E

A_
Fo

rm
al_

Cr
os

sin
g_

Flo
wa

ge
_E

as
em

en
t_L

ett
ers

\Fi
gu

re_
1_

DA
PL

_P
rop

os
ed

_E
as

em
en

ts_
No

rth
_o

f_M
iss

ou
ri_

Ri
ve

r.m
xd

p
Proposed Centerline
Corps Flowage
Easement Areas

For Environmental Purposes Only

North Dakota

Canada



North Dakota

92

93

94

95

92.5

93.5

94.5

LL3440E

LL3431E

LL3430E

LL3450E-2

LL3453E

LL3483E-1

LL3426E-2

LL3426E-2

Dakota Access Pipeline Project
Figure 2

Project Layout
Flowage Easements

Williams County, North Dakoda

Date: August, 2015UTM83-13F
1:26,400

Path: P:\GIS\Client\ETC_EnergyTransfer\DakotaAccess_DAPL\Maps\ENV\ND_FlowEasements\02ND_FlowEasement_Layout.mxd

0 2,200
Feet

Milepost
Barge Location With
Pumping Intake
Structure*
Temporary Above Ground Waterline
Project Centerline
DAPL Centerline
Workspace
USACE Flowage Easements

* Barge location dependant on
   water level



TYPICAL RIGHT-OF-WAY CONFIGURATION

Figure 3


	Final Signed DAPL Garrison Consent Flowage Easement
	DAPL Garrison Consent Request



